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NEW DELHI: Authorities were so concerned about not leaving behind a single survivor in the

inaccessible areas of Kedarnath valley that on Sunday, the National Disaster Response Force (NDRF)

flew three UAVs (unmanned aerial vehicles) through the day over the hills and jungles abutting the

valley even as its personnel along with those of ITBP and Army combed the valley to ensure complete

evacuation.

The operation in a way heralded the coming of age of NDRF that till now existed only on the fringes

of public consciousness despite being the only specialized agency for disaster management in the

country.

Having deployed around 600 personnel who rescued 6,234 stranded people from various areas in

Uttarakhand, NDRF has managed to shake off the negative image associated with its parent body

National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), considered a post-retirement parking lot for

bureaucrats.

With NDRF currently being headed by ITBP chief Ajay Chadha, the personnel of the two forces have

coordinated well and worked tirelessly to save many lives in flood-ravaged Uttarakhand.

Its operation in Kedarnath valley stood out as all survivors were rescued before a fresh spell of rain lashed the valley, worst-affected by floods that

swept Uttarakhand. Along with ITBP and armed forces personnel, it helped carve new routes in the inaccessible areas around Rambada, Junglechetti

and Bharochetti even as new helipad was laid near Rambada to ensure search and rescue of all survivors.

"Though we had searched the jungles and hills in the valley, we wanted to make sure no one was left behind. So we deployed three UAVs to scan the

entire valley for survivors," NDRF IG Sandeep Rathore said. While NDRF owns one UAV named Netra, it hired two more UAVs from outside for the

job. The images from the UAVs were monitored in real time and any suspicious locations were rechecked, said sources.

The force also fished out 125 dead bodies from the valley and is later expected to help state authorities with mass cremation as an epidemic breakout

looms large due to decay. On Monday, it also rescued 120 people stuck on hills near Harsil in Uttarkashi, Chadha said.

Sources said that only about 50 people are left behind in Kedarnath valley who are in custody of NDRF and ITBP personnel. Most of these survivors are

Sadhus who were caught running away with Rs 1.14 crore in cash of Kedarnath temple wealth.

"These sadhus had heavy bags when they were being rescued and were asked to leave them behind as it was adding to extra load on the chopper.

However, defying all reason they refused to comply and on suspicion our men checked their baggage revealing cash," Chadha said.

An ITBP personnel said that post the discovery Sadhus have been insisting they will stay back in the valley "in service of the Lord" as they foresee police

action against them as soon as they land in Dehradun.
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valley, worst-affected by floods that swept

Uttarakhand.

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/To-spot-missing-survivors-3-UAVs-overfly-Kedarnath/articleshow/20754063.cms?prtpage=1#write
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/indore/We-spent-two-days-with-dead-bodies-Maharashtra-pilgrims/articleshow/20738678.cms?intenttarget=no
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/entertainment/regional/tamil/news-interviews/Actor-apologizes-for-slapping-heroine/articleshow/20738015.cms?intenttarget=no
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/Husband-caught-for-blackmailing-wifes-doctor-lover/articleshow/20393335.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/Forget-Modi-even-Rambo-cant-save-15000-pilgrims/articleshow/20734621.cms?intenttarget=no
http://scrb.me/s-2976/a/9Lg
http://www.forbes.com/sites/alextaub/2013/01/17/if-you-want-to-be-awesome-at-emails-add-yesware-to-your-gmail-today/
http://www.walkfree.org/learn
http://www.thefinancialist.com/what-possessed-him-rajat-guptas-great-fall-and-americas-indian-elites/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/To-spot-missing-survivors-3-UAVs-overfly-Kedarnath/articleshow/20754063.cms?prtpage=1#
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Deeptiman-Tiwary.cms
http://www.indiatimes.com/aboutus
http://advertise.indiatimes.com/
http://www.indiatimes.com/termsandcondition
http://www.indiatimes.com/privacypolicy
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/feedback.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/rss.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/subscription.cms
http://m.timesofindia.com/
http://epaper.timesofindia.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/sitemap.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/archive.cms
http://www.timescrest.com/
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
http://hindi.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
http://gujarati.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
http://www.punemirror.in/
http://www.bangaloremirror.com/
http://www.ahmedabadmirror.com/
http://www.itsmyascent.com/
http://www.myeducationtimes.com/educationTimes/index.jsp
http://brandcapital.co.in/
http://www.mumbaimirror.com/
http://www.timesnow.tv/
http://www.timescity.com/
http://idiva.com/index.php?host=TOI
http://entertainment.timesofindia.com/
http://www.zoomtv.in/
http://healthmeup.com/
http://luxpresso.com/
http://technoholik.com/
http://guylife.com/
http://gaana.com/newrelease
http://ww.itimes.com/
http://email.indiatimes.com/
http://www.hotklix.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/home/world
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/home/politics
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/home/business
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/home/sports
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/home/entertainment
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/home/scitech
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/zigwheels.cms
http://www.ads2book.com/
http://shopping.indiatimes.com/
http://mocolife.com/
http://www.webuild.indiatimes.com/
http://www.salescrm.indiatimes.com/
http://tenders.indiatimes.com/
http://www.simplymarry.com/
http://mobile.indiatimes.com/pmswapdev_in/pmsdata.html?target=tilweb/til/ringtoneindex.html&top=1&SM_PAGENUM=1&s=0&cn=&sec=ring&cat=browseall
http://www.astrospeak.com/
http://www.timesjobs.com/
http://www.techgig.com/
http://www.magicbricks.com/
http://www.zigwheels.com/
http://www.zigwheels.com/bikes
http://timesdeal.com/
http://www.yolist.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/Send-Money-to-India-the-safe-convenient-inexpensive-way/articleshow/11079712.cms
http://www.zigwheels.com/used-car
http://timescity.com/delhi/restaurants
http://timescity.com/mumbai/movies
http://www.timesofmoney.com/remittance/jsp/home.jsp
http://shopping.indiatimes.com/mobiles/
http://gaana.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/


6/25/13 To spot missing survivors, 3 UAVs overfly Kedarnath - The Times of India

timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/To-spot-missing-survivors-3-UAVs-overfly-Kedarnath/articleshow/20754063.cms?prtpage=1 2/2

Mumbai Mirror | Times Now

Indiatimes | नवभारत�टाइ�स
महारा���टाइ�स | �ಜಯ�ಕ�ಾ�ಟಕ

Go Green

itimes | Email

Trending Topics
Yahoo | Gmail | You Tube | Facebook | Tw itter | Irctc | Apple iphone 5 | Way2SMS |

Aadhar Card | Facebook | UID Card

Copyright © 2013 Bennett, Coleman & Co. Ltd. All rights reserved. For reprint rights: Times Syndication Service

http://www.mumbaimirror.com/
http://www.timesnow.tv/
http://www.indiatimes.com/
http://navbharattimes.indiatimes.com/
http://maharashtratimes.indiatimes.com/
http://vijaykarnataka.indiatimes.com/
http://gogreenindia.co.in/
http://ww.itimes.com/
http://email.indiatimes.com/
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Yahoo
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Gmail
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/YouTube
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Facebook
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Twitter
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Irctc
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Apple-iPhone-5
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Way2SMS
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Aadhar-Card
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/Facebook
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/UID-card
http://timescontent.com/

